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Introduction

The focus of this publication is the Soulerin Collection in the Special Collections and Archives of the John M. Kelly

Library at the University of St. Michael's College in the University of Toronto. The collection was first brought together in its

present form in the late 1970s by College librarian and archivist Fr. Robert J. Scollard, who named it to honour the founding

Superior of the College, Reverend Jean-Mathieu Soulerin of the Congregation of Saint Basil. It consists of over three hundred

titles that were owned by Saint Michael's College prior to Canadian Confederation in 1 867. With works dating from the six-

teenth to the nineteenth centuries, the Soulerin Collection includes texts in English, French, Latin and other languages, covering

a remarkable range of genre and subject matter. Catholic devotional materials, historical works and travel literature are well rep-

resented, as are textbooks for the study of mathematics, classical and modern languages, and the sciences.

This variety in language, subject matter and publication history is explained when the complex provenance of the collec-

tion is considered. Scollard chose to include in the collection all books bearing the signature of Father Soulerin, as well as those

bearing the library stamp used before Canadian Confederation in 1 867. Dozens of books donated to the College by the family

of its great benefactor, John Elmsley, made their way into the collection, as did books bearing the bookplates of other prominent

Toronto residents, library and bookseller stamps from France and Canada, and the inscriptions, signatures and doodles of numer-

ous readers and owners on both sides of the Atlantic.

Like St. Michael's College itself, the College's book collection was built out of collaboration between three communities:

the members of the Congregation of St. Basil, the Elmsley family, and the students of the College. The collection has much to tell

about Catholic curriculum and education in mid nineteenth-century Canada, and about the role of family, religious and insti-

tutional ties in shaping the distribution of books to and within Canada in this period.This publication provides an introduction

to the historical events and individuals that shaped the Soulerin Collection and the foundation of St. Michael's College, as well

as an overview of the collection's contents and provenance. A selection of seventeen of the most significant titles in the collection

follows, grouped according to each book's connection with the three founding communities of the College.

For assistance with the preparation of this booklet I would like to thank Professor Yannick Portebois, Director of the

J. Sable Centre for 19th Century French Studies, Professor Dorothy Speirs, Curator of the Zola Archive and Research Assis-

tants Renee Jackson and Jenny Gilbert. Ms. Gabrielle Earnshaw, Head of Special Collections and Archives at the Kelly Library,

provided valuable advice and directed me to several useful documents. The Kelly Library's Head of Public Services, Mr. Noel

McFerran, and Mr. Michael Bramah, Head of Cataloguing, also provided assistance. Evelyn Collins, MLS, Archivist of the

University of St. Michael's College Archives, helped me locate photographs, early St. Michael's College yearbooks and documents

related to the Elmsley family. I am grateful as well for assistance from Father James Rent, C.S.B., Archivist of the Congregation

of St. Basil, Ms. Andrea D'Angelo, archivist at the Archdiocese ofToronto, and Mr. Colin Harris, Superintendent of the Special

Collections Reading Rooms of the Bodleian Library, Oxford. Dr. Charlotte Masemann provided crucial assistance with Latin

translation.

Readers interested in learning more about the history of St. Michael's College and the books, authors and booksellers

discussed here should refer to the extended study of the collection available in the John M. Kelly Library Special Collections,

which contains complete footnotes and bibliography as well as listings for twenty-two additional titles.



A wordfrom the President of the University of St. Michael's College

Have you ever wondered about the early beginnings of St. Michael's College, when our present location on Clover Hill

was a great distance from "downtown"?

I invite you to explore the Soulerin Collection which is held in the Kelly Library. Your time exploring will be richly

rewarded with a picture of pre-Confederation academic interests, as well as an endorsement from the Toronto Mirror noting that

the College offered "young men the advantages of Christian education and at the same time a solid instruction to prepare them

for commercial careers and liberal professions."

Within the collection you will find a sampling of materials that nourished the intellectual and spiritual life of those

early Basilians and their student body. Many of the volumes in the collection bear the College stamp which was used prior to

Confederation!

The Collection also reflects the largesse ofour benefactors, in particular John Elmsley after whom Elmsley Hall is named.

Elmsley s primary interest was Catholic education and he supported the first Catholic schools in Toronto.

Take the time to explore this volume at your leisure and savour the treasures and make connections that will take you on

new journeys.

Anne Anderson, CSJ

President

University of St. Michael's College



A wordfrom the Director ofLibrary and Archives,

University of St. MichaeVs College

This year the John M. Kelly Library celebrates its 40th birthday. The construction of the library, which opened on July

21, 1969, marked "the coming of age of the University of St. Michael's College" and has been described as "epoch-making both

for its magnificence and its vision." The building made it possible to bring together and care for various dispersed libraries built

over the long history of the College, including items that would eventually constitute the Soulerin Collection, the focus of this

publication.

When the Reverend Jean-Mathieu Soulerin began the process of building a library collection for the fledging institu-

tion that is now the University of St. Michael's College, he started a tradition of providing students and faculty with the tools to

achieve academic excellence. In the century and a half since then, the University has continued this tradition, building a solid core

library collection that is enhanced and enriched by unique and special collections.

It gives me great pleasure to present this publication which introduces the history and highlights of the foundation

collection of St. Michael's College.

Upcoming collections from the Special Collections and Archives of the John M. Kelly Library to be featured in this

series include:

The Sable Collection for 19th Century French Studies

The G.K. Chesterton Collection

The John Henry Newman Collection

The Sheila Watson Collection

The L'Arche Collection

The Henri J.M. Nouwen Archives and Research Collection

The Counter-Reformation Collection

The Marshall McLuhan Collection

And numerous others.

Jonathan Bengtson

Director of Library and Archives

University of St. Michael's College

1 Laurence K. Shook, Catholic post-secondary education in English-speaking Canada. Toronto: University Press, 1971: 202-203.



A wordfrom the Superior General ofthe Congregation ofSt. Basil

This past spring I was visiting the cradle of the Congregation of St. Basil, the College Prive du Sacre-Coeur in Annonay

in the Ardeche region of France. While there I made several visits to the Basilian cemetery nestled among some grand cedar trees

at the back of the property. Among those buried there are Father Patrick Molony, the first Basilian to travel to Toronto, and

Father Jean-Mathieu Soulerin, the first Basilian Superior of St. Michael's. I tried to imagine what it would have been like to live

and work as a Basilian in the 19th century. In the house library in Annonay there are many volumes dating from that period of

Basilian life that were clear indication of the scholarship of the men. The worn pews of the chapel were an indication that prayer

was an important element of their lives. But travel was slow and cumbersome. There were no computers and health care was much

more basic and home based.

My recent visit to Annonay makes it a special privilege to be part of this publication. Scholarship is one of the gifts that

Father Jean-Mathieu Soulerin brought to his position as superior of the Basilian community and as director of the St. Michael's

educational enterprise. The preservation of this collection passes on that gift.

The Basilian Fathers are grateful to all who have done the research, writing and editing that have resulted in this pub-

lication. It is a tribute to the founding spirit of Father Soulerin and the Basilians who accompanied him in the development of

St. Michael's. But the legacy of St. Michael's does not belong singly to the Basilian Fathers. This collection also contains books

from the library ofJohn Elmsley and others who have left both libraries and personal energy to shore up what has become a key

component of the University ofToronto, the University of St. Michael's College with its emphasis on the Catholic ethos.

To get more particular let me point out an important development that took place with Father Soulerin's initiative. The

Basilian Fathers had been invited to Toronto by Bishop Armand de Charbonnel, the Bishop ofToronto. They had been asked to

assist in the pastoral work in the diocese and to educate candidates to the priesthood. Not long after being put in charge Father

Soulerin persuaded Bishop Charbonnel and the Superior General, Father Tourvieille, to broaden the scope of St. Michael's to

include not only candidates for the priesthood but also young men preparing for the professions and commerce. That develop-

ment set St. Michael's College on the course that included affiliation with the University ofToronto, eventual affiliation with St.

Joseph College and Loretto College and the status it gained with the title of University added to its name.

Kenneth J. Decker, CSB

Superior General

Congregation of St. Basil

College Sacre-Coeur, Annonay. Source: General Archives of the Basilian Fathers



Jean-Mathieu Soulerin, the Congregation of St. Basil, and the

Foundation of St. Michael's College

The man who lent his name to the Soulerin Collection, Jean-Mathieu Soulerin, was born June 6, 1807, in Ailhon, a

town in the Ardeche region of south central France. At the age of five, he entered the College in the nearby town of Annonay.

The school was run by a community of priest-teachers who had come together in reaction to the suppression of Catholicism

during the aftermath of the French Revolution. This community, which became the Congregation of St. Basil in 1822, counted

amongst its founders Pierre Tourvieille, a relative of Soulerin's mother. By all accounts an excellent student, Soulerin obtained his

baccalaureat before becoming a teacher of philosophy at the school, with interludes spent teaching at sister institutions in

Grenoble and Feyzin and pursuing advanced studies in Paris. He entered the Congregation of St. Basil in 1 830, and was ordained

in 1834. In 1842, he became Director of Studies at the College, a position he held until his departure for Canada in 1852. By

all accounts a quiet, kindly priest, Soulerin was esteemed by his colleagues and students in France and Canada for his patience,

competence and pious commitment to priestly vocations.

The chain of events that would bring the Basilians to Canada was initiated in 1848, when Armand de Charbonnel,

then Bishop ofToronto, paid a visit to the College d'Annonay, where he had completed his secondary studies. During this visit,

he likely became acquainted with Father Patrick Molony, a young Irish priest who had joined the Congregation in 1842. When

de Charbonnel was consecrated Archbishop in 1850, he wrote to his former teacher, Pierre Tourvieille, to request assistance in

evangelizing and educating the city's Catholics. In particular, he asked Tourvieille to send Father Molony to Toronto to

investigate the possibility of establishing a minor seminary, where young Catholic men might gain a secondary education before

advancing to the major seminary in Quebec. Molony was chosen because of his fluency in English; the language barrier between

the French Basilians and the Irish Catholics ofToronto would continue to be an important matter of concern to de Charbonnel

and Tourvieille for several years.

UfcKMAI
Stuttgart



Molony accompanied de Charbonnel on his return to Toronto and established a small school in the rectory of St.

Michael's Cathedral, where he taught ten students the rudiments of Latin. He considered his teaching at this parochial school

to be a temporary arrangement, since he was awaiting the arrival from Montreal of members of the Brothers of the Christian

Schools, the Irish Catholic order devoted to elementary education. In May 1851 five Christian Brothers arrived in Toronto and

founded a flourishing school, which they named St. Michael's College. This institution and the parochial school established by

Molony were important precursors to the college that would be founded by the Basilians the following year.

The efforts of de Charbonnel and the Basilians need to be understood within the larger context of Catholic-Protestant

relations in Toronto in this period. By the 1 840s, Roman Catholics comprised roughly twenty percent of the population of

the city; of these, the majority were Irish working in all occupational categories. In the spring and summer of 1 847, more than

thirty-eight thousand Irish refugees descended on the city fleeing the devastation of the potato famine. The Roman Catholic

population of the city grew to twenty-five percent, straining social and charitable networks. The surge in immigration also

heightened demand for Roman Catholic schooling in the city, which was seen by de Charbonnel as crucial to ameliorating the

social position of his parishioners. The first Catholic schools in the city had been established during the tenure of Michael Power,

Bishop ofToronto between 1842 and 1847. As the first chair of the public school board of Upper Canada and a close friend of

school superintendent Egerton Ryerson, Power fought to protect the right of Catholics to funding for separate denominational

schools, which was enshrined in the School Acts of 1841, 1843 and 1847. In co-operation with John Elmsley, Power established

an elementary school at the corner of present-day Jarvis and Richmond Streets that began to receive public funds in 1843. At

Power's request, the Sisters of Loretto began to operate a school for Catholic girls four years later in the midst of the famine

migration. In contrast with Power's co-operative approach, de Charbonnel did not enjoy an easy relationship with Ryerson as

he campaigned for a variety of improvements to the School Acts. Fuelled by de Charbonnel's volatile temperament, as well as

religious and social tension brought on by the influx of Irish refugees, the controversy over denominational education became

explosive by the mid- 1850s.

Encouraged by the success of Molony's parochial school and Molony's assurance that "English can be learned very easily,

upon proper application," Tourvieille turned his attention to finding further recruits to travel to Toronto. A letter to Tourvie-

ille from de Charbonnel in May 1852 set out the terms of the arrangement with the Basilians: the Archbishop would pay the

expenses of the priests' passage to Canada, and would provide them with "a house, the necessary funds to furnish it, 50 louis for

the food and upkeep of each priest who knows enough English to be of service." In return, the new recruits would share pastoral

duties with Father Molony, and "establish a minor seminary in strict conformity with the Council of Trent." The first priests to

volunteer for the mission were William Flannery, another Irishman from Killaloe, and Charles Vincent, a young man from the

Ardeche region who was still only in minor orders.

Enthusiasm for the mission among the priests of Annonay was greatly aroused by a visit to the College in June, 1852

by S.G. Lynn, a Toronto businessman and friend of Father Molony who offered to accompany the Basilians to Toronto. In

1848, Lynn and John Elmsley had helped the struggling archdiocese ofToronto by assuming the entire outstanding debt for the

building of St. Michael's Cathedral, which amounted to a staggering $57,600. His visit proved to be a catalyst for the Basilians,

inspiring another priest, Joseph Malbos, to embark upon the journey. Tourvieille, who likely wished to have the young priests

under the control of a trustworthy senior member of the Congregation, then asked Soulerin to join the expedition to Canada.

The Basilians left Annonay on July 25, 1852, and sailed from Le Havre in early August aboard the steamer Franklin.

After fourteen days at sea, they arrived in New York and spent some days admiring the sites, then traveled to Toronto via boat

and train, stopping in Niagara to view the Falls. Thus far, no archival material has been found to document whether Vincent,



Flannery, Soulerin and Malbos carried books with them on their ocean passage, or whether they purchased any books during

their stop in New York. It has been traditionally thought that the priests had in their luggage a chest full of books taken from the

library of the College in Annonay. If this was the case, it was likely a small chest: the total number of books in the present-day

Soulerin Collection that were published before 1852 and bear physical evidence ofownership by the College or by other Basilians

is thirty-two. Of these volumes, at least one was definitely acquired sometime after the establishment of St. Michael's College (see

15). It is even more difficult to establish whether the priests chose to enrich their collection in New York bookstores, although

this seems a tempting speculation. The collection does contain several books published in New York between 1850 and 1852,

but these could have been purchased in Toronto, where booksellers did a strong trade in American imprints.

We can assume, therefore, that the Basilians had a relatively small number of books with them when they arrived

in Toronto at the end of August, 1852. After spending two weeks in the Bishop's Palace, the missionaries moved into rented

accommodation beside St. Michael's Cathedral, where they opened St. Mary's minor seminary with nine students. De Charbon-

nel and Soulerin both quickly recognized the advantages of amalgamating the new school with St. Michael's College, which then

had twenty-one students. Concerned that the heavy debts of the diocese would threaten the Basilians" efforts, Soulerin began to

seek loans that would allow the order to buy or construct a new school building. In February, 1853, St. Mary's minor seminary

absorbed the students of the Christian Brothers' school and the Basilian institution took over the name of St. Michael's College

by the summer of that year.

Soulerin's appeal to Tourvieille for a loan to acquire a new school building was successful, and he began to look for

suitable land on which to build. John Elmsley offered the Basilians four lots on his estate at Clover Hill, then on the outskirts of

the growing city. Elmsley had earlier offered the lots to the Jesuits of Montreal for the establishment of a college, but this plan

had never come to fruition. Instead, the Basilians accepted his generous offer, and purchased four additional lots adjacent to the

donated land. The cornerstone of the new College building was laid in September, 1855, and the parish church of St. Basil was

consecrated the following November.

During the early years of the College, students ranged in age from approximately thirteen years old to young men in

their twenties. Two courses of study were available. The "Commercial Course" comprised three years ofstudy including Religious

Knowledge, English and French Composition and Grammar, Arithmetic, Bookkeeping, Elementary Geometry, Algebra and

Surveying, History, Geography and Natural Philosophy. Upon completion of this curriculum, students could choose to embark

on the "Classical Course" that would lead to their eventual ordination. In contrast with the Oxbridge-influenced education

offered at other post-secondary institutions in Canada West in this period, this course of study was modeled on the French

tradition of classical education. Following an additional year of general study, students spent four years studying classical

languages, Belles Lettres and philosophy. Religious knowledge was of primary importance in both streams, and students of

the College regularly attended religious retreats, during which they devoted themselves to meditation and prayer. An article

appearing in the Toronto Mirror shortly after the College was founded boasted that it offered "young men the advantages of

Christian education and, at the same time, a solid instruction to prepare them for commercial careers and liberal professions."

Writing to his confreres shortly after his arrival in Toronto, Soulerin said of his decision to devote himself to the education of

Toronto Catholics: "Pour ma part, c'est, 9a [sic] me semble, la seule bonne action de ma vie." ("For my part, it seems to me the

one good act of my life.")



John Elmsley: the Founding Benefactor

The greatest early benefactor of St. Michael's College and the donor of

many of the books in the Soulerin Collection, John Elmsley, was in many ways

an unlikely advocate for the cause of educating Toronto's Catholic youth. For

much of his life, Elmsley was an active member of the Church of England and

his conversion to Catholicism in 1833 shocked the established Protestant fami-

lies ofToronto. Elmsley's father, John Elmsley senior, was educated alongside his

brother at Oriel College, Oxford, and served as ChiefJustice and later Lieutenant

Governor of Upper Canada. The Elmsley family's substantial fortune was built

on extensive land holdings, and Elmsley Villa, the family home near the corner of

present-day Yonge and Grosvenor Streets, played host to the cream ofYork society.

Among the members of Elmsley's large family,* rwo have a connection to

the Soulerin Collection: his paternal uncle, Peter Elmsley, and his grandfather's

brother, Peter Elmsly. The latter, John Elmsley's great uncle Peter Elmsly, was

one of the best-known booksellers in London in the late 1 8th century. Some-

times called a "French bookseller," he specialized in importing books from the continent to sell in his shop in the Strand. He also

acted as bookseller and shipping agent for the great historian Edward Gibbon and collaborated with a number of his colleagues

to publish the first collected works of Samuel Johnson. Peter Elmsly's bookplate, identified by the address '27 Strand' appearing

below the coat of arms, can be found in a number of the volumes in the Soulerin Collection (see 9).

Upon his death in 1802, much of Peter Elmsly's substantial fortune, and likely some of his book collection, went to his

nephew, also named Peter Elmsley. In 1842, John Elmsley wrote of his uncle that he "matriculated at Christ Church College, in

the University of Oxford, was bred to the Church, and proceeded Doctor of Divinity." Elmsley junior was known to contempo-

raries as "the fattest undergraduate of his day"; his geniality and self-indulgence made him many friends at Oxford, including the

poet Robert Southey. Upon inheriting his fortune, Elmsley gave up his pastoral duties, and began life as a scholar and traveller of

independent means. An expert on Greek tragedy, he published several essays on the topic as well as translations ofAristophanes,

Sophocles and Euripides. Beginning around 1815, he traveled extensively on the continent, spending most of his time in Italian

John Elmsley, ca. 1860. Source: USMC Archives

Agnes Elligood —r- Alexander Elmsly (1730-1796) Peter Elmsly (1735-1802)

Mary Hallowell -p John Elmsley (1762-1805) Peter Elmsley (1774-1825)

Charlotte Sherwood -pjohn Elmsley (1801-1863)

Remigius Elmsley

* The spelling ofthe Elmsleyfamily name varied throughout the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. John Elmsley's great-uncle Peter Elmsly employed

the older spelling ofthe name, which will be used throughout this publication to distinguish himfrom theyounger Peter Elmsley.
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libraries examining early manuscripts of Greek drama. This experience brought him to the attention of the chemist Sir Hum-

phrey Davy, who enlisted Elmsley's help in unrolling the fragile manuscripts found in the ruins of Herculaneum. Elmsley's Italian

travels may explain the relatively large proportion of Italian travel literature in the library of the Elmsley family that survives in

the Soulerin Collection (see 7). Elmsley died unmarried in 1825 and was buried in Christ Church Cathedral.

We can only guess as to the extent of communication between Peter Elmsley and the Canadian branch of the Elmsley

family. John Elmsley moved with his mother and siblings to England following the death of his father, Chief Justice Elmsley,

in 1 802 and may well have visited his uncle at Oxford as a child. At the age of only fourteen, the younger Elmsley entered the

Royal Navy, and served for nine years before being promoted to Lieutenant. In 1824, he resigned his commission and returned

to Canada the following year to manage the family estates at York. He became a member of the Legislative Council and Execu-

tive Council of Upper Canada, and a director of the Bank of Upper Canada. In 1831, he married Charlotte Sherwood, the

Roman Catholic daughter of a local judge, and the couple honeymooned in Europe. They eventually had ten children, seven boys

and three girls, of which only two survived to adulthood: a daughter, Sophia Stuart, who became a Benedictine nun, and a son,

Remigius Elmsley (see 10).

Two years later, Elmsley made the shocking announcement that he was converting to his wife's faith. Elmsley had

become convinced of the truth of the doctrine of transubstantiation after reading a pamphlet on the topic that he had likely

purchased on his honeymoon. Following his conversion, he resigned from his post in the Executive Council and became a fervent

advocate of Catholic causes in Toronto. With his wife, he helped to found the Catholic Ladies of Toronto, who established an

orphanage on Nelson Street that was later taken over by the Sisters of St. Joseph. As a founding member of the St. Vincent de

Paul Society in Toronto, Elmsley worked in some of the poorest areas of the city. He also served as a director ofToronto Savings

Bank, an institution formed by de Charbonnel as a means of encouraging self-help among the Irish of the city.

Elmsley's primary interest, of course, was Catholic education. Having

helped to found the city's first Catholic separate school, he continued to teach

catechism classes to Toronto youth throughout the 1840s. His interest in the moral

aspects of Catholic education was no doubt motivated in part by his concern for the

education of his own children. In 1848, Elmsley wrote to the Superior of the Jesuit

College in Montreal to ask for his advice on the best course of action in educating

his son. "For to be candid," wrote Elmsley, "my young gentleman is uncommonly

fond of fun, which although as yet not partaking of the character of vice or dissipa-

tion may notwithstanding soon become obnoxious if that charge is not placed under

pious control."

With the foundation of St. Michael's College, Elmsley's efforts to safe-

guard the education of his sons and of other Catholic youth in the city bore lasting

fruit. His son, Remigius, became a student at the College in its early years. John

Elmsley continued to be an ardent supporter of the College until his death in 1863;

his heart was buried in the west wall of St. Basil's Church, where he had attended

mass daily until his health began to fail.

Memorial tablet on the west wall ofSt. Basil's Church, near the sanctuary marking the

burialplace ofthe heart ofJohn Elmsley. Source: USMC Archives



The Provenance of the Soulerin Collection

It is unknown whether Elmsley made a gift to the College of his substantial book collection during his lifetime, or left

it to the College in his will. The books were in the possession of the College before 1867, the date at which the College ceased

to use the book stamp found in the volumes in the Soulerin Collection. Elmsleys gift or bequest enlarged the College's library

significantly; out of approximately three hundred thirty volumes in the collection, fifty-six bear bookplates identifying them as

the property of the Elmsley family, a figure almost twice as great as the number of books that can be associated with certainty to

Soulerin, other Basilians, or the College d'Annonay. An additional twenty-six items contain bookplates that cannot be identified

because they have been obscured by later repairs. Since Soulerin and the Basilians do not appear to have employed bookplates, it

is reasonable to assume that most, if not all, of these items originally belonged to the Elmsley family. Among the books given by

the Elmsleys to the College are some of the most impressive items in the Soulerin Collection, including seventy-one volumes of

the famed Histoire generate des voyages compiled by the Abbe Prevost (see 6) , the second volume of Pope's translation of the Iliad

of Homer, and several multi-volume works of English history.

Of the books in the Soulerin Collection not associated with either the Elmsleys or with the Congregation of St. Basil

in Annonay, a substantial majority have no markings indicating their provenance. The remainder contain a motley assortment

of clues, including signatures, bookplates, doodles, booksellers' and binders' labels, that suggest a haphazard collecting process.

Several books in the collection appear to have been bought from booksellers in Toronto and Montreal (see 13 and 14). A number

of volumes were the personal property of teachers at the College (see 4 and 11). Continued contact with Basilian institutions in

France also provided another means of acquiring books (see 5 and 15). The Basilians relied on donations from friends of the Col-

lege to supplement the collection, which contains books apparently given by missionary Jean-Baptiste Proulx (see 16) and John

Elmsleys brother-in-law, John Simcoe Macaulay (see 7), among other donors.

The exact circumstances surrounding the acquisition of many of the works in the Soulerin Collection will likely always

remain a mystery. There can be no doubt, however, that the works were used, and sometimes abused by the students of the

. College, who left numerous doodles, signatures and other graffiti on the endpapers of

many of the books (see left), and appear to have been cavalier about returning items:

most of the multi-volume sets in the collection are incomplete. It appears to have been

traditional for students to sign their names in books read during the silent spiritual retreat
-<V g- ?o-

10

that took place at the College for many years, and eight books in the collection display

such signatures.

Although such marks can give us a hint of the activities of early students, and the

subject matter of materials in the collection can be linked to the College curriculum,

evidence relating to students' use of books during the early days of the College is sorely

lacking. Based on the rules governing reading material at the College d'Annonay, which

forbade recreational reading among the priests, we can assume that teachers exercised

fairly strict control over access to the books in their possession.

The complex provenance of the Soulerin Collection is embodied in the titles high-

lighted in these pages. The Soulerin Collection continues to be an important memorial

to the role of the Congregation of St. Basil and ofJohn Elmsley in the foundation of St.

Michael's College, and a fascinating window on the reading, teaching and learning of

' Toronto Catholics in the middle of the nineteenth century.
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Alexandre Boniface, Dictionnairefranqais-anglais et anglais-francais. Paris:

Belen-Mandar et Devaux [etc.], 1830. 2 vols. Soulerin Collection lacks v. 2.

The well-worn copy of this dictionary bearing the mark "Ex Libris J.M. Soulerin" on the title page stands as an

eloquent testament to the efforts made by Soulerin and other pioneering teachers to learn English during their early years

in Canada. Shortly after arriving in Toronto, Soulerin wrote to a confrere in France of the priests' linguistic challenges:

Le grand obstacle au bien que nous pourrions faire, c'est la langue anglaise, mais avec le temps et la patience,

cet obstacle sera leve. Aujourd'hui [. . .] nous avons gaiement mais serieusement renouvele la resolution souvent

prise deja, de bannir, pour la plus grande Gloire de Dieu, le francais de notre conversation; et nous sommes

convenu de payer une amende de 9 centimes pour chaque contravention volontaire ou involontaire. Ca sera au

profit de la propagation de la foi.

(The great obstacle to the good that we might do here is the English language, but with time and patience, this

obstacle will be lifted. We renewed today, gaily yet seriously, the oft-repeated resolution to ban French from our

conversation for the greater Glory ofGod, and we agreed to pay a fine of 9 cents for each contravention, volun-

tary or involuntary. [The proceeds] will go to the missions.)

Soulerin and the priests were aided in their efforts by their Canadian students, who did not hesitate to correct their teach-

ers' English mistakes during daily recreation periods.

Soulerin's dictionary was no doubt consulted often by the Superior and other priests. It was compiled by Al-

exandre Boniface (1790-1841), a well-known teacher and grammarian who had studied pedagogy under Pestalozzi and

operated a school in Paris according to his methods. While Boniface was perhaps best known for his Cours analytique

etpratique de la langue anglaise, he also compiled numerous other volumes of reading and grammar, as well as works on

drawing, geography and other subjects. It is likely that this dictionary was acquired in France and used in Annonay before

it was brought to Canada.

FRANgAIS-AlNGLAIS.
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Vale re Maxime, Fa its et paroles memorables. Traduction nouvelle par C.A.F.

Fremion. Paris: C.L.F. Panckoucke, 1834-35. 3 vols.

Soulerin s signature is on the title pages of all three volumes of this bilingual edition of the Memorable Deeds

and Sayings of Valerius Maximus, a collection of historical anecdotes composed during the reign of the Emperor

Tiberius. It was published in Paris by Charles-Louis-Fleury Panckoucke. Like his father, Charles-Joseph Pancoucke,

who had published both the Supplement to Diderot's Encyclopedia <znd the immense Encyclopedic Methodique, Charles-

Louis-Fleury Panckoucke amassed a fortune publishing monumental works, including the Victoires et Conquetes des

Francais, and the famous twenty-six volume Description de lEgypte commemorating Napoleon's expedition.

One of many bilingual editions of classical authors published by Panckoucke in the Bibliotheque Latine-

Francaise, this edition of Valerius Maximus presents Latin and French versions of the text on facing pages, supple-

mented by historical and explanatory notes. Condemned by critics as "shallow, sententious and bombastic," Valerius's

compilation presents a variety of anecdotes and epigrams arranged under moral and philosophical headings such as

Gratitude, Chastity and Cruelty. The Soulerin Collection copy of this edition was no doubt used by Soulerin and

other Basilian teachers as a tool for teaching Latin and classical history to students. Four hand-written documents that

appear to be pieces of schoolwork have survived, tucked between the pages of the second volume. Two of these are

variant versions of an essay written in French rife with grammatical errors, one contains an unidentified Italian text,

and one appears to be a Latin translation exercise. The ink corrections appearing on some of these pages may have

been made by Father Soulerin himself.
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3
[Louis du Molin] , Pratique des ceremonies de la Sainte Messe selon Vusage

Romain: ensemble des Vespres, Matines & Laudes, par le Sieur du Molin. Nou-
velle ed., rev. cor. & augmentee par l'auteur. Lyon: Jean Certe, 1676.

One of the oldest books in the Soulerin Collection, this small volume bears the ex libris of Pere

Augustin Payan, one of the ten founding members of the Congregation of St. Basil. Born in 1771 and ordained as

a young man, Payan liked to entertain his students at the College d'Annonay with tales of his narrow escapes from

persecution in the aftermath of the French Revolution. He began his career at the College d'Annonay as teacher of

rhetoric before being appointed Director of Studies in 1825 and later served as spiritual advisor to the student body.

He was an enthusiastic supporter of the formation of the Congregation of St. Basil in 1822, and was appointed the

first Basilian Master of Novices. This book would have been an invaluable reference for Payan throughout his career.

Compiled by Louis du Molin, an ecclesiastic and Vicar General to the Archbishop of Aries, the text brings together

in one convenient volume all the rites necessary for the proper exercise of priestly duties, including rites for high

and low masses, masses for the dead, and vespers, matins and lauds. As du Molin points out in his preface to the

work, it was hoped that such compilations would help to correct the ways of poorly educated or neglectful priests.

Helpful lists sprinkled throughout the work advise priests of the correct postures to adopt during ceremonies, and

outline the most common errors that priests were likely to commit in celebrating the mass. Since Payan was still alive

at the time of Soulerin's departure for Toronto in 1852, it is possible that he gave this useful volume to the party

of travellers as an aid to their new endeavour, or it may have come to St. Michael's College after Payan's death

in 1861.
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D'ALGfcBRE,

Charles Choquet, Traite eUmentaire d'algebre. Cinquieme edition, revue, cor-

rigee et augmentee. Paris: Bachelier, 1849.

The Soulerin Collection copy of this textbook bears the signature of Joseph Malbos, who acted as treasurer of St.

Michael's College during its early years. Along with Adrien Guilmin's Cours de mathematiques appliquees, this book

would have been used to teach students following the more practical "commercial" stream of training offered by the

College, as well as those pursuing classical education in preparation for a priestly vocation. The pen and ink equations

scribbled on the back endpapers of the Soulerin Collection copy suggest that at least one past user of the work took

his algebra seriously.

Le geomelre se place a quelqucs pas en arriere du jalon A de

maniere que ce jalon, vise dans la direction Afi, lui cache le

^ni"
£3?^5=r

5
Adrien Guilmin, Cours de mathematiques appliquees : leve de plans, arpent-

age, nivellement, notions de geometrie descriptive a I'usage des lycees et des

colleges. 2. ed. Paris: Auguste Durand, 1861.

As its title indicates, this textbook provided students with a course in applied mathematics, including drafting, survey-

ing and descriptive geometry. Its author, Charles Marie Adrien Guilmin (1812-1884), spent his life as a mathematics

teacher and headmaster in his hometown of Brest. In addition to this textbook, he wrote numerous other pedagogical

works on algebra, geometry and other forms of applied mathematics such as actuarial science. The Soulerin Collection

copy of the book bears the stamp of the "Institution d'Annonay," and it must have been purchased in France for the

use of the students and teachers of that school. In light of the fact that the work was published almost ten years after

the first Basilians left Annonay to come to Toronto, this copy provides evidence that the Basilians continued to obtain

books from Annonay for some years after the foundation of St. Michael's College. At St. Michael's College, the text-

book would have been used to provide students in the "commercial" course with knowledge of practical mathematics.
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L'Abbe Prevost, Histoire generate des voyages ou Nouvelle collection de toutes

les relations de voyages par nter et par terre [. . .] A Paris: Chez Didot,

1746-1789. 80 vols. Soulerin Collection lacks v. 40, v. 73-80.

The Soulerin Collection contains seventy-one volumes in duodecimo of this monumental work, recognized

as one of the most important collections of travel literature ever to be published. The bookplate ofJohn Elmsley can

be found in one of the volumes, and bookplates in other volumes have been obscured by later repairs.

Already known in France and abroad for his work as a novelist by the early 1740s, l'abbe Prevost undertook

to compile the collection with official support from the Chancellor of France, who exercised substantial editorial

control over its contents. "Rien de plus beau que le dessein de ce livre," promised an announcement of the first

volume appearing in the September, 1745 issue of the Jesuit journal Memoires de Trevoux : "L'Histoire, la Geographic

les Arts; presque toutes les Sciences se presentent en foule dans une entreprise comme celle-ci." ("There is nothing more

beautiful than the grand design of this book. History, Geography, the Arts: almost all of the sciences come together

in an enterprise such as this.") Fifteen volumes of the Voyages were published in quarto between 1746 and 1759. The

first volumes consist of translations of English sources, in particular the New general collection of voyages and travels

edited by John Green and published by Thomas Astley between 1745 and 1747. Prevost eventually altered the design

of the project to include material from a greater variety of travellers from many nations. Prevost's emphasis in the

Voyages on the latest, most up-to-date reports from abroad reflects a transformation of travel literature in the

eighteenth century, which was also manifested in the physical form of the genre. Readers who viewed travel accounts

as a current and consumable form of information tended to reject sumptuously-illustrated tomes in favour of con-

venient pocket-sized editions such as the duodecimo edition of the Voyages. This trend is also evident in two other

pocket-sized travel guides in the Collection: Maximilien Misson's Nouveau voyage d'ltalie (1722) and Jacques Deseine's

L'Ancienne Rome (1713).
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7
Henry Swinburne, Travels in the Two Sicilies [. . .] in the Years 1777, 1778,

1779, and 1780. 2nd edition. London: Printed by J. Nichols, for T. Cadell

and P. Elmsly, in the Strand, 1790. 4 vols. Soulerin Collection lacks v. 1.

A member of an old English Roman Catholic noble family, Henry Swinburne (1743-1803) spent most

of his life as a traveller and travel-writer, his journeys financed by the sale of his popular books and the earnings of

family properties in the West Indies. Following the success of his Travels Through Spain (1779), Swinburne made the

journey upon which this account is based, and published a first edition illustrated with his own sketches between

1783 and 1785. Despite remarks by contemporary reviewers that the narrative was "dull and meagre," the work

was quite popular, appearing in French and German translations shortly after its initial publication, and in this

four volume second edition five years later. Peter Elmsly senior was involved in the publication of both editions of

the work.

The volumes contain the bookplate of John Simcoe Macaulay, the brother-in-law of

John Elmsley. Macaulay was one of the most prominent members of the York establishment in the first half of the

nineteenth century. Thanks to the patronage of John Graves Simcoe, Macaulay's father had acquired vast tracts

of land in the town of York, including a lot adjacent to that of Chief Justice

John Elmsley, who became Macaulay's business partner. In the late 1830s, the

Macaulays moved into John Elmsley's "downtown" residence at Elmsley Villa.

Macaulay was commandant of the militia in Toronto during the Rebellion of

1837, and served as a director of the Bank of Upper Canada. Following a series

of political humiliations in the late 1830s and 1840s, he slowly sold off his im-

mense properties and retired to England. As a condition of one sale agreement,

he donated the land for the building of Holy Trinity Church, located near the

present-day Eaton Centre. It seems very likely that Macaulay received this copy

of Swinburne's Travels as a gift from John Elmsley, perhaps on the occasion of

his wedding or simply as a sign of friendship and business partnership.
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John Pinkerton, Modern geography: a description ofthe empires, kingdoms,

states, and colonies; with the oceans, seas, and isles; in allparts ofthe world

[. . .] The third edition, revised and enlarged by the author. London: Printed

for T. Cadell and W. Davies [. . .] and Longman, 1811.

Scottish historian, poet and antiquarian John Pinkerton (1758-1826) first gained literary notoriety in the

early 1780s for his volumes of mediocre poetry and collections of "ancient" Scottish ballads, several of which were

later exposed as forgeries. Pinkerton was a contemporary of Edward Gibbon, who planned to collaborate with him

on a series of works about early English historians. This work never appeared, and Pinkerton's best-known historical

work is the Dissertation on the Origin and Progress ofthe Scythians or Goths (1787), in which he expounded a theory of

European history founded on his belief in the congenital inferiority of the Celtic peoples. His Modern Geography was

originally published in 1802, and translated into French and German. Copiously illustrated with fold-out maps and

diagrams, it contains an introduction to the mathematical basis ofgeography and navigation, followed by descriptions

of the physical geography, climate and inhabitants of the world's regions.

The Soulerin Collection copy of the work bears the book-

plate of John Elmsley. Elmsley owned the third edition of the work,

which boasts on the title page that it is "carefully abridged from the

larger work, in two volumes, quarto." Published in 1811, this smaller

edition would have been well-suited to the needs ofa student or young

sailor, and it seems likely that Elmsley acquired the work during his

childhood travels in England or during his period of ship-board

training in the Royal Navy.

MODERN GEOGRAPHY.

DESCRIPTION

EMPIRES. KINGDOMS. STATES, AND COLONIES.

Li

»

17



9
Robert Burns, The works ofRobert Burns; with an account ofhis life, and a

criticism on his writings. To which are prefixed some observations on the char-

acter and condition ofthe Scottish peasantry. London: Printed for T. Cadell,

Jun. and W. Davies, Strand, and W. Creech, Edinburgh. 1801. 4 vols.

This is the second edition of the Works ofRobert Burns, compiled by

James Currie and first published in Edinburgh in 1 800. Currie, a Liverpool

doctor who became acquainted with Burns late in the poet's life, undertook

the edition as a favour to Burns' widow, who was left with heavy debts and

several young children after the premature death of her husband in 1 796.

Given access to Burns' surviving letters, papers and other diaries, Currie

composed a lengthy biography of Burns to accompany his poems and songs.

This essay approaches Burns' extramarital affairs and other misadventures

euphemistically, while critiquing the poet's intemperance and praising his

melancholy genius. No doubt in part due to public curiosity about the more

salacious aspects of Burns' life story, the collected edition was an instant suc-

cess, earning enough money to support Burns' widow, and was reprinted nu-

merous times. It became the standard source of information on the poet into

the twentieth century. The Soulerin Collection copy of the Works contains the

bookplate of Peter Elmsly senior, who may have received the book from its

publisher Thomas Cadell, with whom he collaborated on several projects.

10
Nouveau choix de 500 cantiques sur les plus beaux airs: precede d'instructions

et d'exercices spirituels par M. I'abbe Beaugeois. 6. ed. Amiens: Caron et

Lambert, 1847.
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This collection of hymns and spiritual exercises is the only work devoted

expressly to music in the Soulerin Collection. L'abbe Beaugeois, who is best known

today for several works on sacred plainchant, compiled in this volume an assortment

of sacred hymns arranged according to the church calendar. These are supplemented

by a collection of spiritual exercises, including prayers, devotions and litanies, as well

as a table referring readers to the tunes or "airs" most appropriate to each hymn. The

Soulerin Collection copy is inscribed in ink with

the name of Remy (Remigius) Elmsley, the son

of John Elmsley, and the doodled words "nou-

veau choix" copied from the work's title are in

his handwriting. It seems that the work either be-

longed to or was used by Remigius Elmsley dur-

ing his time as a student at St. Michael's College.
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Joseph Dixon, A general introduction to the Sacred Scriptures. 1st American,

carefully rev. from the Dublin ed. Baltimore: John Murphy and Company, No.

178 Market Street. Pittsburg: George Quigley, 1853. 2 vols, in 1.

The aim of this book of essays, as expressed in the preface, was "to present to the Catholic public generally,

a book, wherein they might read, in plain and simple, and clear language, facts and doctrines highly interesting to

a Christian." Dixon wrote the General Introduction while serving as professor of scripture and Hebrew at the Royal

College of St. Patrick in Maynooth and as Archbishop ofArmagh. No doubt the general praise given to the work by

Cardinal Wiseman and others inspired John Murphy, a Baltimore publisher who specialized in Catholic works, to

produce this American edition. The Soulerin Collection copy of the work would be unremarkable were it not for a

lavishly decorated, hand-drawn bookplate affixed to the front pastedown endpaper, which reads in translation "For

the feast of the patron in 1857, the rejoicing listeners congratulate and give all good wishes to the wise and venerable

professor of philosophy Joseph Malbos."

Father Joseph Malbos accompanied Soulerin to Toronto in 1852 and was one of the founding teachers of St.

Michael's College. After five years as treasurer of the College, he spent a brief time in Windsor as head of the newly

founded Assumption College, before returning to France, where he assumed Soulerin's previous post of Director of

Studies at the College d'Annonay. He was said to be "something of an extrovert" who learned English quickly and

put others at ease with his cheerful good humour. Shortly after the Basilians' arrival in Toronto, Father Molony wrote

to Tourvieille in Annonay that "[M.Malbos] chante si bien tous les Dimanches a la Cathedrale, qu'on vient a la Messe

expres pour entendre le fameux chanteur Francais." ("Mr. Malbos sings so well each Sunday at the Cathedral that

[the parishioners] go to Mass specially to hear the famous French singer.") It seems that Malbos' students at the Col-

lege shared this favourable opinion of the priest, and expressed their affection with the gift of this book and playful

bookplate. If the Roman numerals sprinkled throughout the inscription are added up, the result is 1857, the year in

which the book was presented to Malbos.
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Fourth book oflessonsfor the use ofschools. Dublin: Published by direction of

the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, 1847.

rXHJHTH BOOK

LESSONS

The Soulerin Collection contains four examples of the series of

textbooks issued by the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland,

often called the "Irish Readers." In an era when the content of textbooks

was inseparable from the curriculum, this series of books was the first

officially approved by Egerton Ryerson for use in the public schools of

Toronto and Upper Canada. For this reason, they would have been read-

ily available for purchase by the teachers at St. Michael's College, who

no doubt appreciated the convenient way in which the books presented

a variety of teaching material supplemented by questions for the class-

room. Modeled on the pedagogical methods taught at the Dublin Normal

School, the books emphasized learning through rote memorization and

avoided controversial subject matter. This method is clearly evident in the

Fourth book of lessons, which presents a number of short reading passages

on the subjects of natural history, geography, history, political economy,

miscellany and poetry.

52 •l.st'Ull- I n 1 UKOORAPHT.

SUCTION II—PART I.

DESCKIPTIVK QROGBAPIir.

'

I.l'.SSON I.

THE URITIAH ISLANDS.

Tun British Islands are, to English and Trail
people, of course, the most interesting portion of
the globe ; and a tour through the countries of
Kuro]M>, Nuchas we propose to make, must naturally
licgin from home.
The Island of tireat Britain, which is composed

of England, Scotland, and "Wales, and the Island
of Ireland, form together with the little Isle of
Man, in the Irish Sea, and the numerous islands
about the northern coasts—tho British Umpire in

Karons. Tlio people of these islands have one
and the same language (all at least who are edu-
cated), one and the snmo Quocn^-tho same laws :

nnd though they differ in their religious worship,
they all serve the same God, and call themselves
by tho name of Christ. All this is enough to make
thetn brethren, in spite of many disagreementsand
faults which hiatort tolls of them in their inter-
course with each other, when the strong oppressed
the weak, and the wealc hated tho strong; but a
hotter knowledge of their duty will give future
history better things to record.

Ireland lying further in the west of Euro|>o
than any other country, oxcepting Iceland, is the
first European coast which the Atlantic Ocean
washes. And a beautiful island it is : well watered

IRKLA.VD. 53

with rivers and lakes ador 1 with numv h-t'ty

mountains, green pastures, and good land for com.
The climate is milder, but more rainy ami windy

than that of England, with fewer sown dsja,

Ireland, you are aware, is divided into four

Provinces, which in ancient times had each a king
or ehiof of it! own. Tin- province of I.einster,

which lies mi the eastern coast, opposite to Eng-
land, contains the city of Dublin, the capital of

Inland.
Dublin stands near the mouthof thcLirTcy, which

river divides it into two parts. Along its. bunk-.

are quays, full of shop*; here, too, are the Courts
of law, nnd the Custom-house, at which the ullairs

of commerce are settled.

Dublin contain*, many other fine public build-

ings, as well as useful ones. There is the Hank,

the general l'ost-ofticc, the Mansion house, where
the l*ord Mayor lives. There tux; the three na-

tional Model-schools, where nearly a thousand chil-

dren are educated. There are also the training-

schools for masters and mistresses, where the best

professors attend to prepare and examine ihoin.

Dublin also contains many valuable charitable

institutions ; especially hospitals, where the sick

and those who have lr.vt with accidents arc re-

ceived, and where the most skilful physicians and
surgeons attend. In the neighbourhood is the

famous hospital for incurables a large dwelling

in the midst of a pleasant garden, where persons

who have an incurable disease are taken in to

live, where they are kindly and skilfully tended,

and enjoy the comforts of easy circumstances and
kind companions.
On the west side of Dublin is the I'hrenix Turk

—

a lieautiful, well wooded pasture ground, whoro
the people can walk or drive. It contains zoological
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13 J [ean Joseph] Gaume, Catechisme de perseverance: ou, Expose historique,

dogmatique, moral, liturgique, apologetique, philosophique et social de la reli-

gion depuis Vorigine du monde jusqu'd nos jours. Sixieme edition revue. Paris:

Gaume Freres, 1849. 8 vols. Soulerin Collection lacks all vols, except v. 7.

CATECHISME

PERSEVERANCE

Dl LA REUGinV.

t S. «.!('«.

IllfcMK tOITWV.

The Soulerin Collection contains only the seventh volume of this

eight-volume work by Monsignor Jean-Joseph Gaume, a French theolo-

gian and writer on history and education who was named Prothonotary

Apostolic by Pope Pius IX in 1854. In the Catechisme de perseverance, he

presents a system of education for Catholic youth based on the method

of catechetical questioning and the exclusion of pagan classical authors, at

least during the early years of schooling.

A bookseller's ticket on the front pastedown endpaper indicates

that the volume (and perhaps the entire set) was bought from "E.R. Fabre

& Cie. Libraires Rue St. Vincent Montreal." By the middle of the cen-

tury, Edouard-Raymond Fabre was well-established as a bookseller with

a large store at the corner of Rue Saint-Vincent and Rue Notre-Dame in

Montreal. Through family ties linking him to the Bossange firm of book-

sellers in Paris, Fabre was able to carry a substantial selection of titles

published in France, including the Catechisme, and made occasional trips

to Paris to acquire new stock. With the spread of primary education in Lower Canada during the 1830s and 1840s,

Fabre s business became increasingly focused on the sale of educational and pedagogical texts, a development that also

helps to explain the presence of Gaume's work in his shop. On their way to Toronto in 1851, Patrick Molony and

Archbishop de Charbonnel spent an interlude of eight days in Montreal, and may have visited the city's bookshops to

purchase materials for the planned school in Toronto. Two other books in the collection bear the marks of Montreal

booksellers: the Rituale Romanum, Pauli Vjussu editum, inde vero a Benedicto XlVauctum et castigatum. (Lyon, Paris:

Perisse Freres, 1 848) was also purchased from Fabre. The Gradus ad Parnassum, ou, Nouveau dictionnaire poetique

latin-francais (Bruxelles: Publie par le Comite de Liquidation de la Societe Nationale pour la Propagation des Bons

Livres, 1852) has the label of the "Librairie Catholique de J.B. Rolland 5, Rue St. Vincent."

PARIS
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POEMS RELATING TO AMERICA.
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Thomas Moore, The poetical works of Thomas Moore. New York: D. Appleton

& Co., 1849.

Like the Works ofRobert Burns, which was donated to the College by the Elmsleys, this is a popular collected

edition of the works of a well-known poet, in this case the Irish Romantic nationalist Thomas Moore (1779-1852).

Moore, who is best known today for his close friendship with Byron, enjoyed commercial and critical success

during his lifetime for a large number of satirical works, the orientalist verse novel Lalla Rookh (1817) and for

his work on Irish Melodies (1808-34), a collection of lyrics set to Irish airs. This edition brought these works and

others together in a large quarto volume illustrated with a portrait frontispiece and nine other engravings.

No doubt the section containing Moore's "Poems relating to America," including the "Canadian Boat Song" written

during a sojourn on the St. Lawrence, would have been of particular interest to Moore's North American readers.

The Soulerin Collection copy of the work shows signs of heavy use, and crosses marked in black ink next

to several of the "Irish Melodies" hint that this section was especially popular among readers and singers at the

College. A bookseller's stamp on the front free endpaper shows that the book was bought at "Lesslie Brothers

Toronto." The brothers John, James and Joseph Lesslie were members of a prominent family of

merchants who operated a chain of stores from Kingston to Hamilton in the mid nineteenth-

century. By the late 1840s, James Lesslie was operating a book, stationery and drug store on

King Street East near Yonge Street, where this book must have been purchased by a Basilian or

other Toronto resident.
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Ludovic Chirat, Etudes des fleurs botanique, elementaire, descriptive et

usuelle. Deuxieme Edition, entierement revue et considerablement augmentee

par l'Abbe Cariot. Lyon: Girard et Josserand, 1854-1855. 3 vols.

Ludovic-Charles Chirat, a botanist who belonged to a prominent family of Lyonnais silk merchants, pub-

lished the first edition of this botanical guide in 1 842. The extensively revised second edition of the work was prepared

by Chirat's student Antoine Cariot. The first volume of the work contains an introduction to botany aimed at the

student, with study questions at the end of each section. Much of the work consists of descriptive taxonomies of wild

and cultivated flowers that function like a modern "field guide."

At least one reader has evidently used this copy of the work as a reference when collecting wildflowers, as

dried specimens can be found between the pages of all three volumes. The second volume contains a label of the type

typically wrapped around subscription periodicals in the nineteenth century. This label for the Catholic periodical Ros-

ier de Marie is addressed to "M.Famy, au College ecclesiastique de Privas," and is postmarked "Privas, 22 Mars, 1862."

A number of other ephemeral documents have been tucked between the pages of the work, including a prayer card,

an advertisement for a cast-iron works, and a handwritten school assignment dated May 27, 1862. These documents

provide important evidence that that the Basilians at St. Michael's College continued to acquire books from Basilian

colleagues in France in the years following the College's foundation. Father Patrick Molony, the first Basilian to come

to Toronto, eventually returned to France and became a teacher at the College de Privas, located about seventy-five

kilometres north of Annonay. Volunteers for the Canadian
|

Bur...

mission were also sent to the College to learn English. It is

likely through these connections that the Etudes eventually

made their way to Canada.
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/y ER S lc commencement de I'annce An. 1655

; mil fix cens ciiiquantc- trois , lc V: Vicomcc Jc
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j
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I d'Armand de Nomparde Caumont

j
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[Andrew Michael] Ramsay, Histoire du Vicomte de Turenne, Marechal General

des Armees du Roy. Paris: Chez la Veuve Mazieres & J.B. Gamier, 1735. 2

vols.
This two-volume history was written by Andrew Michael Ramsay (1686-1743), a Scottish philosopher and

Jacobite sympathizer who converted to Catholicism during studies at Cambrai with the Sulpician theologian Francois

Fenelon. Ramsay was associated with the exiled Jacobite court in Paris and served briefly as tutor to the young Charles

Edward Stuart before entering the literary world with a highly successful mystical novel entitled Travels of Cyrus

(1727). His History ofthe Vicomte de Turenne chronicles the life of the storied military hero and Marshal of France

under Louis XIV. It was published while Ramsay was serving in the household of the Due d'Evreux, a descendant of

the vicomte.

Although one might expect these luxurious illustrated volumes to have been part of the Elmsley s collec-

tion, they appear to have been given to the College by Father Jean-Baptiste Proulx. Proulx spent most of his life as a

missionary in Penetanguishene, Manitoulin Island and Oshawa before being named Dean of St. Michael's Cathedral

in 1870. An inscription in the first volume reads: "From Celenia E. Baldwin, to the Revd. Father Proulx, as a little

reminiscence of her beloved father who was much attached to his revd Friend." Although the inscription is not dated,

it seems reasonable to assume that the book was given to Proulx sometime after 1 860, when the priest returned from

the mission field and became chaplain to the Toronto garrison. Like all books in the Soulerin Collection, it also bears

the pre-Confederation stamp of the College, indicating that Proulx likely gave the book to the school shortly after

receiving it.
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F[rancois]-X[avier] Garneau, History of Canada:from the time ofits discovery

till the union year (1840-41) [. . .J translated f. . .] and accompanied with

illustrative notes [. . .] by Andrew Bell. Montreal: J. Lovell, 1860. 3 vols.

Soulerin Collection lacks v. 1 and v. 2.

Jean-Mathieu Soulerin's signature appears on the title page of this copy of the third volume the English

translation of Garneau's Histoire du Canada. The Histoire was one of the most widely-read works of Canadian history

in the nineteenth century. This third and final volume narrates events from the American Revolution to the union

of the two Canadas in 1841. Footnotes by the translator, an Anglo-Canadian named Andrew Bell, are sprinkled

throughout the work, providing explanations of difficulties in translation and refuting some of Garneau's more bla-

tantly nationalistic statements.

Garneau, who has been called Canada's "national historian" of the nineteenth century, was born in the city

of Quebec in 1809. He worked as a notary before embarking upon a career as a politician and historian. A partisan

of Papineau, he published the first volume of his Histoire du Canada in 1845, and was immediately maligned for his

criticisms of the Catholic hierarchy, his support for freedom of conscience and for other elements of the "patriote"

ideology. Nevertheless, his work enjoyed considerable commercial success, and a second edition funded in part by the

legislature of Canada East was published in 1852 in three volumes. Bell based his translation on the heavily-revised

third edition, which was published in 1859. Garneau vigorously opposed Bell's translation, objecting that Bell had

distorted his masterpiece. Like the original, however, Bell's translation was a success, and the Montreal firm ofJohn

Lovell produced two subsequent editions in 1862 and 1874. Although Soulerin may have purchased this copy

directly from Lovell's shop on Saint Nicholas Streetin Montreal, it seems more likely that it was purchased in Toronto,

perhaps directly from Lovell and Gibson on Yonge Street.
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